
October 21, 2009

Reciprocal Trigonometric Functions

The primary trigonometric functions are sin θ, cos θ and tan θ.  There are also 
three reciprocal trigonometric functions

cosecant = csc 

secant = sec 

cotangent = cot
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Determine the value of each of the following to 4 decimal places

a) csc 65
0

b) sec 4.38

c) cot 295
0
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Solving for Exact Value 
Use your unit circle to answer the following

cos 210o

csc 300o

Work on odd questions on handout
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Solving for ∅

sin ∅ = 0.2345

cot ∅ = 0.6874
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Let's quickly look at the graphs of the reciprocal functions

csc θ

sec θ

cot θ


